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Iragis Irked By Provisiom of Intelligence tg Iran, Ambassador Says

By JOAN HMOWER, Assgciated Press Writer

Irag's ambassador to the united Jtates said Monday his government is upset
that the Reagan administration gave intelligence informaticn to Iran in early
1986, shortly before Tehran scored an important military victory.

"I think that intelligence provisions are even more dangersus than providisg
arms and military equipment toc the government,"Iraqi Ambassador Nizar Hamdoon
said in a telephone interview with The Assaciated Press.

Hamdoorn, whose country also has receiveg intelligence help from the United
States, saig officials in -Baghdad were perturbed that the administration
reportedly handed over information to Iran in late January ang early Fetiruary of
last year.

A few dgays later, on Feb. ?, 1986, lran launched an offensive, capturing the
011 port of Taw within days. its occupation dealt a serious b5low t6 Iragi morale
and brought the war, now over & /2 years oid, to within 15 miles of the Kuwaiti
border.

"Obviously, we were upset about it," Hamdoon said, adding that the
intelligence aid to Iran came weeks before the tnvasion of Taw perinsula.

A preliminary report on the iran-Contra case, released last week by the
Senate Select Committee an Intelligence, said trtelligence material was prepared
to be given to Iranian arms dealer Manucher Ghorbanifar on Jan. 24, 1984 and in
wig~february.

CIA officials, including the new intelligence director, Robert Gates /?
-cbjected-tc-proviﬂiﬁg the material to Ghorbanifar, whe was an intermeaiary in
the sale of 4.5. arms to Tehran. ‘

"Gates testified that he objected to the release of some specific
intelligence relating to Iragq but that he was overruled by the NSC (National
Security Council). ... & CIA official was directed to take the intelltgence
sample to Ghorbanifar," the report said.

The report also quotes former CIA Deputy Rirector John HcMahon 3s abjecting‘ﬂ9
to the move because Ghorbanifar could "ot Be trusted amd "because intelligence
could give Iran an advantage in the war."But McMahon testified that (former NSC
adviser Jobnl "Poindexter insisted, and bhe McMahon obeyed, " the report said.

The report does not specify what type of information was shared with
Ghorbanifar. Asked about any intelligence-heip'rsceiveﬁ-ﬂy Iran, Ltate
Department spokesman Charles E. Redman said, "I just don't have anything I can
help you with."The United States s8y5 it is neutral in the war and wants to see
the bloody conflict brought to a close without victor of vanquished.

The administration, however, has ‘helped both sides in the conflict, s€lling
arms to Tehran since August 1935 and secretly providing Irag with information
about Iranian defenses last year.
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In December, two U.5. officials, speaking on condition they remain anonymous,

confirmed that information from U.0. satellite reconnaissance photographs was
turneg agver to Irag, whose pilots used them to pinﬂoznt targets in bombing raids
oi Iranian oil terminals and power plaints.

The rationale for giving Irag the data, the officials said at the time, was
tc prevent the smaller country from beiig overrun by Iran's larger forces.

Fred Axelgard, a Middle East fellow at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies, a8 private think tank, saic Iras has had the offensive in
the war for five years.

Any U.5. intelligence would be a big boost for Tehran, he saig. At the same
time, he saig, it was "difficult to swallow" the idea that the Iragis 1lost the
Faw peninsula in February 1?86 because of U.5. intelligence.

The Iragqis were Caught by surprise and thes proved to be wilitarily
inflexsze, he said.
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House commities investigating the Iran-Contra affair, Rep. Michael De #
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CASEY RESIGNATIQN LEAYES UNANSWERED QUESTIONS ABQUT IRAN ROLE

By BRYAN BRUMLEY '

WASHINGTON

William J. €asey's resignation as America’'s spymaster came as investi :
SUrUggIey o uEreThine what role he and the CIA played in the deal that sem
arms ta Iran and aid to Nicaraguan rebels. '

Casey has -been recovering slowly from the remoy
ccorgding to hospital reperts, and it is not ¢

L
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a1l of a3 brain tums
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ear whet

0-Okia., saild that people who had spokes with Casey reporte
aiert, but he is having difficulty communicating."& lawmaker on the special
e,

One member of the House Gelect Committee on Intelligence, Rep. Dave Mcli
dat eported
i.

a

R-Ohio, said that Casey's illness would not stop the panel'S WOFR.
‘There's more than one way to get the facts out," De Wine told reporters.

Last week's report by the Senate Intelligence Committes shows that Central
Intelligence  Agency analysts and operatives in Curope and Central American

were active on the fringes of both the Iram and the Contra arms SUppLy

aperations but may wot have known of the conmection between the two.

The image of Casey that emerges from the report is similar to that of
President Reagan: either he kew more about the operations than he has
acknowledged or he is & man who delegates great authority to subordinates ang
pays littlie attemtdion toc detail.

Last Oct., 9, Casey requested a meeting with fired White House aide Oliver
Narih, who engineered both schemes, and was assured that "the CIA is
completely clean on the guestion of any contact with those arganizing the
funding and operation."On Oct. 15, when the dimensions of the potentisl scamdal
became clear to Casey, he advised national seeurit{ adviser John M. Peindexter
that fleagan should make the entire matter public "to avoid having it lesdk in
gribs and drabs."Mowever, Casey himsglf kept the link secret when ke testified
behind Closed dacrs before the committee on Nov. 21, 1786, four days before

Attorney General Edwin Meese Il dtsclosed that proceeds from the arms sales had
goine to the Nicaraguan rebels.

The agency's role was further clouded by the revelation that the top ClA
-qffioﬁf ?n @astavﬂica,rkﬁewn=by the pseudanym Tomas Castill was aeing forced
:nto garly retirement for helping North aid the rebels, gespite a congressional
Uaﬁ "

Although the C€IA insisted that senior agency officials were not implicated,
One well~ informed 50urce s3id that NG sEndor Cl4 officia] " .
: 1815 had authoris
Castille to hEIp North. 5 NfNa cnorired

In tts repart, the Senate panel noted that Casey's "testimony was general in
nature and was not under oath," and several senators later attributed the vague
responses to the then undiagnosed tumor in his arain.

lthough the repert cansistently describes Casey as an advocate of the arms
sales, it does not spell out kis exact role in the intepnal agdministration
?ﬁgage,;ﬁar'@oiﬁ it give his views on the actions of ClA officers -who assisted
rm & W diversi ! . de s, H
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guestions that, if pursued, might have exposed the Iran-Contra link. But key
questions were not asked, and the operations went forward.

In its conclusion, the report sald the panel was unable to answer the
guestion: "“What -role gid the Tl and other 4.5, government agencies o their
officials play in planning and implementing the sale of arms fo Iran and the
possible diversion of fumds to the Nicaraguan resistance?" CIA  involvemest in
the episode began in May 1235 when an agency analyst prepared a report "arguing
for a change in U.5. policy that would seek a more constructive relationship
with Iranian leaters interested in improved ties with the West," the report
said.

That conclusion contributed toc the administration decision o approve the
shipment by Israel to Iran of 80 Hawk anti~aircrafi missiles in November 1983,

the report said.

On Saturday, Nov. 23, 1985, Nerth assured Casey's deputy, John HcMahon, that
the cargo <onsisted of spare parts for oil drills, and a CI4& controlled
airline transported the shipment via a Luropean country to Tabriz, narthwesters

cr

On the following Monday, McMahon learned that the cargo was weapons, and
requested a presidential directive authoricing the {lA (0 keep the Dpperation
secret from congressional oversight committees.

3+

North told the CIA  that such a directive was sighed oy the president in
early December, and placed in Poindexter's safe, according to the report.

Reagan did not sign & presidential directive authorizing the shipments, anc
the secrecy, until Jam. 17, 1984. : ~

The CIA also opposed the involvement of [ranian middlieman Manucher
Ehoroanifar, who had been described by the agency as a "fabricator" ase of

"suspect character" in August 1984.

Nevertherless, North insisted that the administration continue to deal with
A . R X . RN Y Jin s, N n KR N N - ! ¥ 4 i
ﬁ?ﬂ;ﬁgﬁ"éafiiieﬁ gi:ing ﬁi?"::S. tinte%%fgenoa samples” ﬁf:ﬂ;te=ab}ec;10ns-0y
v and other  CIA officials that it could provide Iran 2 Sattlefield
agvaniage in its war with Irag.

Casey attended several White Mouse meetings on the Iran arms sales in 1985
ang 1984, generally backing the policy, accarging to the report.

In August 1986, @ CIA analyst noted a disecrepancy between the prices that
:Nﬁf§h=was charging the Iranians and the listed price of TOW missiles and spanre
parts for Mawk anti-aircraft missiles, and tegan asking where the woney was

FoOing.

A Agditionally, Casey on Oct. ? was told by Canadian businessman Roy Furmark
that money from the arms sales was being diverted o the Contras.

An atde satd the CIA director appeared "startled" by the revelation, and he

=s§§westfd the meeting with North, at which Casey was assured that the agency was
ean.
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